
DO YOU DO PROMO?

The Book Nook, the Friends used book sale project needs a volunteer 
to be the Manager of Promotion.

Work from home at your own time and pace
Some experience in promotion and advertising is desirable.

If you are interested in this Volunteer position, 
Call Stan Block at (818) 548-2701
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Following the business meeting, there will be an author 
event. This year we will feature Laurie Viera Rigler, 
the author of Confessions of a Jane Austen Addict. Ms. 
Rigler is a freelance book editor who teaches writing 
workshops, including classes in storytelling technique. 
In her spare time, she indulges herself in re-reading 
Jane Austen’s six novels. We’ll have tea and cookies, 
so bring your favorite teacup and enjoy!

Friends Annual Meeting
May 28 
  
The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Glendale 
Public Library is scheduled for Wednesday, May 28.

The business meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. and the author 
event follows immediately after at 7 p.m. In accord with 
the By-Laws, the purpose of the meeting will be to elect 
Directors and conduct any other such business as may 
be proper.

Laurie Viera Rigler

Library Connection @  Adams Square opens this  summer!
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One of the things that we must all cope with is 
change, and like the Library, the Friends will also 

see changes during 2008. New faces will emerge 
in leadership positions. As I begin my fifth year as 
President, our Treasurer, Larry Weisner, will step down 
after completing several years of dedicated service. 
A nominating Committee is currently considering 
candidates for this position, as well as others on the 
Board.

Thanks to resigning Board Members Carol Brusha, Jim 
Isenman, Mike Milam and Larry Weisner. We deeply 
appreciate the contributions they’ve made to the 
Friends over the years

In the meantime, the work of the Friends goes on. The 
Book Nook continues to attract new customers as word 
of its existence spreads. We are particularly proud of 
the success of our efforts to sell noteworthy books over 
the Internet.

Our Authors, Artists and Friends series continues to 
feature outstanding speakers. Watch for notices of 
upcoming events.

You are all cordially invited to our Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, May 28. Following a short business meeting 
at 6:30 p.m., we will present a talk by Laurie Viera Rigler, 
author of the Confessions of a Jane Austen Addict. 
For all of you Jane Austen fans, this promises to be a 
“don’t miss” event.

Again, thank you for the privilege of serving as your 
President. I am certain that the Friends will continue  
to be a strong supporter of the programs of the  
Glendale Public Library. Your ongoing support is critical 
to that effort. 

Friends Board Members Phil Lanzafame and Jim 
Isenman with President John Steele.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
From Acting Director of Libraries
Cindy Cleary

There are many exciting things going on at the library.  
We are very fortunate that a new library is being con-

sidered at the recently purchased Rockhaven property 
in Montrose. The Rockhaven Sanitarium, established in 
the 1920’s for women with mental disorders, was the 
home to several prominent people including Gladys 
Baker, Marilyn Monroe’s mother.  The grounds and the 
building are reflective of this very rich history and we 
are fortunate that a new library to replace our Montrose-
Crescenta Branch is being considered for the location.   

City Council also approved an additional $3.6 million 
dollars bringing the total to $7.4 million for the Brand 
Library and Art Center renovation. This project will  
include a seismic upgrade––ensuring that this  
architectural treasure will be with us for many years to 
come––ADA and mechanical system improvements, 
space efficiencies, and historic rehabilitation of the 1904 
mansion. 

Our newest library, Library Connection @ Adams 
Square at 1100 East Chevy Chase Drive, is scheduled 
to open this summer.  Visitors will find popular books, 
newspapers and magazines in multiple languages. The 
Library Connection “experience“ will also offer a new 
kind of library service with laptop computers available 
for in-library use, Wi-Fi access, and outdoor seating. 

The Library is now offering PlayAways, pre-loaded  
digital audio books.  The portable players are small 
enough to carry in your pocket and can be connected 
to your home or car stereo.  Check them out by visiting 
our Central Library.  You can also download our online 
collection of digital books to your computer or PDA at 
http://library.ci.glendale.ca.us/eBooks.asp.

We had another excellent collaboration between the 
Friends, the Library and The Glendale Historical Society  
when Friends Board Member and local historian  
Katherine Yamada joined with historian Juliet Arroyo and 
Library staff member George Ellison from our Library  
staff for a program about their book of historical  
Glendale postcards. 

Thank you to the Friends for your continuing support of 
Library programs. We’re going to launch another set of 
Library cards featuring historic photos from the Library’s 
collections later this year. Stay tuned and keep reading!

Library Connection staff Kristine Markosyan and Hala 
Shounada  with PlayAway digital audio books.

Cindy Cleary, Acting Director of Libraries
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Authors, Artists, Friends
By Leon mayer, V.P., Community Events

As chairman of the Authors, Artists & Friends se-
ries, I am always on the alert for authors of prom-

ise and profound integrity. I watch television, including 
book review programs; I read the Los Angeles Times 
Book Review section; I visit bookstores to hear authors  
speak;  I listen to members of the Friends Board  
and I occasionally receive suggestions from local  
leaders. Of course, sometimes suggestions come from 
authors themselves directly to Chuck Wike, the Library 
Community Relations Manager.

In choosing an author, I look for someone who is well 
known and whose book would be of interest to the 
general public, students (including Glendale College 
students) or particular groups in the Glendale area. It 
is especially helpful if we present an author with ties to 
Glendale.

For example, during National Library Week in
April we welcomed Gregory Rodriguez, a nationally  
known journalist who was educated in the Glendale 
Public Schools, and Nina Hachigian, a nationally known 
foreign policy expert. In addition, six local poets read 
their works at the Library in April. As you can see, our 
authors have written about subjects of interest to the 
general public and many have ties to Glendale.  

On May 28 at the Friends Annual Meeting we’re  
going to bring you Laurie Viera Rigler who wrote a  
fiction book about Jane Austen, one of the most widely 
read and best-loved English writers. This year’s PBS  
television series based on the six Austen novels or last 
year’s film Becoming Jane are among the most recent   
adaptations or tributes to Austen. There are even  
Bollywood movies from India based on Austen’s books. 
We hope to see aficionados, students, scholars, book 
purists and film fans of Austen’s stories at this event. 
Tea will be served!

The June 18 event will feature Brian Michael Jenkins, 
one of the world’s fore-most authorities on terrorism, 
currently serving as Senior Advisor to the President 
of the RAND Corporation. Visit the Library for one of 
our programs, and tell your friends about the Authors,  
Artists & Friends series.

Friends of
Glendale Public Library

Author Gary Phillips, Friends Board Member Leon Mayer 
and authors Denise Hamilton and Jim Pascoe.
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UPCOMING AUTHORS

Phil Borden
Shaku Maku
On the Ground in Occupied Iraq
Thursday, July 17, 7 pm, 
Glendale Public Library Auditorium

Wrapped in a flak jacket and Kevlar under-shorts, small 
business expert Phil Borden went to Iraq to work for a State 
Department subcontractor in an effort to help the nation  
recover the economic ground lost to decades of war and 
sanctions. Shaku Maku (an Iraqi term with Babylonian  
origins that translates as “what’s happening”) recounts his 
observations of the oddities and ironies of daily life on the 
ground in Iraq.

Borden went to Iraq 
to set up a small busi-
ness development center 
in Baghdad. Due to a  
variety of reasons not 
limited to but including 
lack of security, lack of 
electricity, kidnappings, 
flight of business owners 
to Jordan and Syria, he 
was not able to achieve 
his goals despite three 
trips and eleven different 
formulations of how to 
create the center. Don’t 
miss his fascinating and 
often humorous story 
and his thoughts on the  
current situation in Iraq.

Laurie Viera Rigler
Confessions of a Jane Austen Addict
Wednesday, May 28, 7 pm, Central Library Auditorium
Bring your favorite teacup and enjoy tea, scones and cookies 
and a great storyteller, Laurie Viera Rigler.

Laurie Viera Rigler’s novel, Confessions of a Jane Austen  
Addict, tells the story of Courtney Stone, who nurses a  
broken engagement with Jane Austen novels and vodka.  
She then wakes up to find herself not in her Los Angeles  
bedroom or even in her own body, but inside the  
bedchamber of a woman in Regency England. Not only is  
Courtney stuck in another woman’s life, she is forced to  
pretend she actually is that  
woman; and despite knowing 
nothing about her, she manag-
es to fool even the most astute  
observer. 

But not even her level of Austen-
mania has prepared Courtney 
for the chamber pots and filthy 
coaching inns of nineteenth  
century England, let alone the 
realities of being a single woman 
who must fend off suffocating 
chaperones and marriages of 
convenience.

When not indulging herself in re-readings of Austen’s nov-
els (Pride And Predujuce, Sense And Sensibility, etc.), 
Laurie Viera Rigler is a freelance book editor who teaches  
writing workshops, including classes at Vroman’s  
bookstore in Pasadena. After many years of keeping her  
Austen addiction largely to herself, Laurie joined the Jane 
Austen Society of North America, dedicated to the enjoy-
ment and appreciation of Jane Austen and her writing. 

Laurie graduated summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, from 
the State University of New York at Buffalo with a B.A. in 
Classics. She has worked on and around film sets, from  
production coordinating features to producing short films; 
and from reading screenplays to rewriting and cowriting 
scripts. Jane Austen lives on through her novels and film  
inspirations and adaptations such as Clueless, Jane  
Austen Book Club, Miss Austen Regrets and Bride and  
Prejudice: A Bollywood Jane Austen.

Tea and cookies will be served! Bring your favorite teacup.
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HONOR ROLE OF BUSINESS DONORS
Special thanks to these fine businesses  

for their support of the Friends of the Glendale Public Library.

 Publisher’s Level	 $1,000 

	Glendale City Employees Federal Credit Union
	 818-548-3976
	 www.GlendaleCityCU.org

	 Dreamworks Animation Charitable Foundation

 Editor’s Level	 $500 

	Milam, Knecht & Warner, LLP	
	 Michael Milam, CPA, CVA
	 818-550-9991
	 www.weaddvalue.com

	Brian H. Bergh, DDS		
	 818-242-1173
	 www.bracesbybergh.com

 Author’s Level	 $250 

	Fiscal Credit Union			 
	 818-553-8276
	 www.fiscal.org

	Minuteman Press			 
	 Will and Monique Poon	
	 818-500-1620
	 www.minuteman-glendale.com

	Neighborhood Legal Services of 
	 Los Angeles County
	 Neal S. Dudovitz, Executive Director
	 818-291-1760
	 nls@nls-la.org

	Royal Canyon Property Owners Association	
	 P.O. Box 9082
	 Glendale, CA 91226-0082

	Simpson Accountancy Corporation
	 John M. Simpson
	 818-956-1567
	 www.simpsoncpas.com

	Summerville at Casa Glendale
	 Senior Living, Inc.	
	 Carla Chan, Executive Director
	 818-246-7457
	 chan@SSLUSA.com

	Toyota of Glendale
	 818-244-4196
	 www.toyotaofglendale.com

 Book Lovers Level		  $100 

	Accurate Dial & Nameplate, Inc.
	 Sandra and Jerry Childs
	 1-800-400-4455
	 www.accuratedial.com

	Beverly Ann Flowers
	 Larry Miller
	 818-246-1753
	 www.beverlyannflowers.com

	Glendale Eye Medical Group, Inc.		
	 Glenn Yamada
	 818-956-1010

	Glendale Montessori School
	 Arnolda C. Utrecht, Director
	 818-243-4553

	Glendale Teachers Association
	 818-240-3924
	 www.glendaleteachers.org

	Glendale Unified School District
	 818-241-3111

	Hull Homes
	H arry Hull, Broker/Owner
	 818-551-9844
	 www.HullHomesRealty.com

	Knock Knock Productions, Inc.
	 818-957-1814

	Max’s of Manila
	 Elvira Suavillo, Manager
	 818-637-7751

	Oak Escrow
	 Jennifer Woodard
	 818-243-1105

	Rossmoyne Property Management
	 Bonnye LePenotiere Sirk, Owner/Broker
	 818-242-6825

	Uriu & Associates
	 Architecture & Planning
	 818-247-2330

	Yoga at the Village
	 Elyse Briggs
	 818-265-9833
	 info@yogaatthe village.com
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SPECIAL FRIENDS  Donations of $100 or more

Ella Abrahamson
Lee Bekiarian
James and Rayfen Beshears
Stan and Helene Block
Mary W. Boger
Robert and Jacqueline Brown
Cindy L. Campbell and Stephen D. Hickner
David and Deanna Campbell
Clifford C. Cate
James and Francine Chapman
Susan C. Curzon
William J. Damaschke
Robert W. and Ellen F. D’Angelo
Diane and Christopher Dixon
Kathleen Donahue
Carole and Michael Dougherty
DreamWorks Animation
Patricia A. DuPre
Barbara Eliades and Scott Dunham
Marie Fish
Carolyn and Art Flemming

David and Jacqueline Gish
Mrs. Traute Gleeson
John Gustafson
Philip B. Hall
Scott Halloran & Peter Rusch
Doris and David Hellman
Ronald and Elizabeth Henricksen
Wanda Jekel
The Marilyn and Jeffrey Katzenberg 
Foundation
Roberta Kiehl
Allan Langdon
Gwen Lippold
K. Maya
Scott Meehan
Margaret M. Mitchell
Diane Morrison and David Fox
Oakmont League
Kathleen O’Dell
Ruth Okimoto
The Opportunity Thinker

Wendy and Edward Osborn
Laurel and Jim Patric
Louise Phelan
J. Sean Plater
Anand Raghavan
Alicia Ramonas
Anna Rundle
Marion Seman
Elaine and Tom Smith
Mary Margaret Smith
Dae Soon Son
James and Carolyn Starbird
Diane Stevens
Jan Taylor
Mary Alice Toomey
Faranak Van Patten
Frederick and Nadine Wade
Mary and John Wagner
William and Sharon Weisman
Larry Weisner
Tommy, Maria & Aaron Yee

JOIN THE FRIENDS!
Receive the Friends newsletter filled with Library news, book reviews and information about 
upcoming programs and events. Get a whopping 20% discount on purchases at the Friends Book 
Store. Support the Glendale Public Library.

Name  

Address  

Phone  (  )        Email  

 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

  Individual	 $20

  Senior/Student	 $10

  Family	 $40

  Special Friend	 $1oo+

  Renewing Member

  BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

  “Book Lovers” Level	 $100

  “Authors” Level	 $250

  “Editors Level 	 $500

  Publishers Level	 $1,000

Payment                 Check                Visa                Master Card

Expiration    Month    Year  

Card Number  

Name as it appears on card  

Signature  

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO	 MAIL TO THE FRIENDS AT

Friends of the Glendale Public Library	 222 East Harvard Street • Glendale, CA 91205

       Thank You for being a Friend!



Helene Block
Carol Brusha
Janice Carter
Ann Chadney
Patricia Ariana Du Pre
Pam Ellis

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
President  John W. Steele

Vice President-Bookstore  Stanley L. Block, MD

Vice President-Community Events  Leon Mayer

Vice Presidents-Fundraising & Disbursements  

 Jim Isenman  Mary Rose Grim

Vice President-Membership  Marie Fish

Treasurer  Larry Weisner

Secretary  Mary Alice Toomey

Parliamentarian  Katherine Yamada

David A. Fortune
Ardy Kassakhian
Philip Lanzafame
Michael  D. Milam
Joyce C. Morrissey
Bree Moseley

Vic Pallos
Anna Rundle
John M. Simpson
Faranak Van Patten
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